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Wilberforce Il 2024 A Year in Review

2024 has been the busiest year ever for Wilberforce. Wilberforce Senior Fellow, Dr. Bob Osburn, has been busy
teaching, mentoring, and writing. Wilberforce President, Dr. Kevin Cooney, has been busy traveling, building and
networking for the growth of Wilberforce, mentoring internationals globally, and planning for future expansion. They
say that a picture is worth a thousand words so we thought that we would give you a review of the year in pictures:

March - Mongolia

Tea with Mdhku

April - Twin Cities
Dr. Cooney drove his daughter Aiyana home from
Sylvia Southeastern University stopping and seeing many of you.

WII Board Member Bob
VanderLugt’s family and Aiyana

June - Five countries in Africa and
the Acton University Conference

Dr. Cooney taught Entrepreneurship in Malawi,
Zimbabwe, and mentored in South Africa, Lesotho,
and Eswatini. Wilberforce participated in
the Acton University annual conference in June
while recruiting six new scholars.

Teaching can be fun With Margaret and Peter Y at Kevin Teaching

Acton Univ.




July - Papuan Mini-Summit
and Africa Meeting In DC

On July 5-6 Wilberforce hosted eight Papuans
and Wilberforce Fellow Ki Eng Go of Indonesia
in Snoqualmie, Washington. Dr. Cooney and
Wilberforce Africa coordinator Dr. Sylvanus
Ayeni networked with African leaders in
Washington, DC. Dr. Osburn traveled through
Michigan and into Canada mentoring.
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Papuan Mini-Summit

DC Meeting

August Return to Africa

Dr. Cooney returned, to Malawi in August to teach
Marketing and work to expand the business
program.

Students at work Student presentation

September The 4
Lausanne Congress
Wilberforce President, Dr. Kevin Cooney was chosen
as a delegate to the 4™ Lausanne Congress in Seoul,
South Korea. Wilberforce mentee Lisbeth (Pino)
Wieler attended virtually. 5,000+ Christians from
200+ nations working together in furtherance of the
Great Commission!

Lausanne Seoul

Lausanne Seoul

Lausanne Congress



My Wilberforce Journey: Washington Chimuzu
(Malawi/ Graduate student Univ. of Minn.)

In the year since the 5" Wilberforce International
Institute’s (WII) Summit in Seattle, Washington, |
have had the privilege of engaging in various
initiatives that have allowed me to witness
firsthand the transformative power of faith-driven
service. From equipping pastors in Zimbabwe to
establishing computer labs in Malawi, my journey
has been marked by a deep sense of purpose and
fulfillment.

One of the most rewarding aspects of my work has
been the opportunity to teach entrepreneurship to
pastors in Mutare, Zimbabwe alongside Dr Kevin
Cooney, President of WII. By equipping these
spiritual leaders with practical business skills, we
were able to empower them to create sustainable
livelihoods for themselves and their communities.

As this initiative gathers momentum, it will not only

improve the economic well-being of countless
individuals but has also strengthened the church’s
ability to serve as a catalyst for positive
transformation.

In addition to my stint in Zimbabwe, | have also
been involved in a project to collect laptops and
computers for distribution in countries such as
Malawi, Liberia, Benin, and Madagascar. This
initiative has been particularly impactful in Malawi,
where we have established several computer labs
at different locations, including the Dzaleka
Refugee Camp.

The labs are already making a difference by
enhancing the experience of pastors at several
theological schools and equipping the youth with

computer skills. By providing these resources, we are
helping to bridge the digital divide and create new
avenues for economic and social advancement from
within the church community.

One of the key takeaways from the 2023 Wilberforce
Summit was the vast potential for ministry in the
marketplace. As | have reflected on this insight, | have
become increasingly convinced that ministry is not
confined to the pulpit and that the workplace offers a
unique opportunity to engage others, especially
non-believers, in a meaningful and authentic way. By
living out our faith in our daily lives, we can
demonstrate the love of Christ and invite others to join
us on our spiritual journey.

Another exciting initiative that | have been fortunate to
participate in is sports evangelism. Through the
distribution of soccer and volleyball equipment, we
have been able to engage young people in their
communities and create opportunities for meaningful
conversations about faith. As Nelson Mandela
famously said, “sports has the power to change the
world,” and | believe that the church must not shy
away from leveraging this powerful tool as part of its
growth strategy.

My experiences over the past two years as a WII
mentee have reinforced my belief in the transformative
power of faith-driven service. By empowering not just
pastors but all believers regardless of rank and file,
bridging the digital divide, engaging in the
marketplace, and leveraging the power of sports, we
can make a tangible difference in the lives of
individuals and communities around the world.

| am grateful for my mentors and fellow mentees
within the Wilberforce family and so too for the
opportunity to be a part of this important work and
look forward to continuing to serve the Lord in the
years to come.




I’ve Been Thinking

SOLUTIONS, NOT
JUST CRITICISM

As | look back on 2024, | see so
much has been accomplished
with so much yet to be done. |
was asked recently how | defined
success for Wilberforce? | replied
that | measured it in lives that are
flourishing, but above all
spiritually flourishing.

I’'ve been thinking about
lessons to be learned during
our recent elections. One is
that human beings, whether
Haitians, Cameroonians,

Filipinos, Americans (or anyone else, for that
matter) long for leaders who come with viable,
creative, and wise solutions to our problems, not
just criticisms of the existing leaders who have
failed to resolve problems.

We want people to flourish as God’s children in the
callings that He has for them. Our new Global
Flourishing initiative (formerly Africa Flourishing) aims
to do just that, enable personal and spiritual flourishing

Our Lord came with solutions to human problems,
of those that have been left behind. P

even while He critiqued leaders who liked the

Wilberforce has always been about looking at the world status quo (e.g., the Pharisees, “you

the way God wants us to look at it. We remind and white-washed tombs”). His physical healings were
teach internationals that their God wants them to genuine ground-breaking solutions that helped
flourish and that they can be instrumental in the propel the early Christian movement into rescuing
flourishing of others. Thank you so much for supporting those caught in plagues (and, later, the

the mission of Wilberforce in 2024. We look forward to development of hospitals). Jesus” mass education
what God is going to do in 2025! program (think the Sermon on the Mount, for

example) stimulated His early followers to develop
education programs that eventually served
everyone. When volunteers sold valuable
property, they helped the early church in
Jerusalem with emergency strategies for feeding
thousands of new believers (Acts 4:32-37). To this
day around the world, missionaries are especially
known for their health care and education
solutions.

It's one thing to criticize, and, yes, attacking the
weaknesses of the opposition does gain followers,
if only because we need someone to speak the
truth about the ravages of sin. But redemptive
solutions go much farther by offering genuine
fixes to those ravages. That’s one reason that we
develop international students who deploy their
Christian faith in the search for sustainable
solutions to problems back home. As they do so,
they not only offer an apologetic for Christian
faith, but also a foretaste of the glorious Kingdom
for which we long.
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