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Building a Brighter Future for 
Malawi and Beyond 

 
Malawi is a country facing many challenges. Most 

people live in poverty, and many young people lack 

access to quality education. Without the right skills, it 

is difficult for them to find jobs, start businesses, or 

improve their lives. Malawi’s economy depends heavily 

on farming, which can be risky when the weather is 

bad. Corruption also makes it harder for businesses to 

grow and for people to trust each other. 

The Wilberforce International Institute has a plan to 

help change this. The Institute is starting a program to 

teach people in Malawi how to start and run 

businesses. This program will also teach them how to 

be honest and fair in their work. The goal is to help 

people in Malawi create jobs, grow their economy, and 

build a better future for everyone. 

This program is just the beginning of a larger global 

project to help developing countries. The Wilberforce 

International Institute believes that education, 

integrity, and leadership can bring hope and change to 

communities around the world. By starting in Malawi, 

the Institute is creating a model that can be used in 

other countries, such as Zimbabwe, Liberia, and India. 

The program will use online classes and local learning 

centers. These centers will have computers and internet 

access so students can learn even if they don’t have 

their own devices. The classes will teach important 

skills like planning a business, managing money, and 

marketing. Students will also learn about the 

importance of honesty and how to avoid corruption. 

The program will be guided by Christian values, 

helping students become leaders who can make a 

positive difference in their communities. 

In light of current political realities, the Wilberforce 

International Institute hopes to recruit some of the 

 
best and brightest students taking these courses to 

become Wilberforce scholars, mentees, and fellows. 

These individuals will receive special mentoring and 

support to help them grow as leaders and make an even 

greater impact in their communities. By investing in 

these future leaders, the Institute is building a network 

of ethical entrepreneurs who can drive change not only 

in Malawi but across the developing world. 

The Wilberforce International Institute believes that by 

teaching these skills and values, they can help people in 

Malawi and beyond build stronger businesses and create 

more opportunities. This will not only help individuals 

but also improve entire communities. The program is 

just the start of a global effort to bring hope, healing, 

and prosperity to the world. This is our Global 

Flourishing Project. 

By focusing on education, honesty, and leadership, the 

Wilberforce International Institute is working to create 

lasting change for Malawi and other developing 

countries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Installing Starlink in Malawi 

(The first of many) 
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International Institute 



Introducing Aiyana Cooney: 
Artist in Residence at 
Wilberforce International Institute 

 

 

The Wilberforce International Institute is proud 
to welcome Aiyana Cooney, MA, as its new 
Artist in Residence. Aiyana is a dual 
Japanese-American citizen with a deep passion 
for art and a calling to serve God and His 
global church through her creative talents. Her 
journey as an artist is rooted in faith, and she 
brings a wealth of experience and dedication to 
her new role. 

Aiyana holds a Bachelor’s degree in Fine Art 
and a Master’s in Art and Design 
Management—a unique hybrid of Fine Arts 
and MBA—from Southeastern University in 
Florida. Her artistic expertise spans pottery, 
painting, graphic design, and web development. 
These skills have already contributed to the 
Institute’s mission, and she is eager to continue 
using her talents to support its vision of 
empowering communities through education, 
integrity, and leadership. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

During her graduate studies, Aiyana interned with 
several churches in Tokyo, Japan, where she 
deepened her connection to international ministry 
and explored the transformative power of art in 
spiritual growth. Her commitment to glorifying God 
through her craft extends beyond her personal 
practice; it shapes her dedication to serving others 
and inspiring change. 

As Artist in Residence, Aiyana will not only create 
and share her own work but also mentor emerging 
artists and collaborate on projects that align with 
the Institute’s goals. Her role is a testament to the 
Institute’s belief in the power of creativity to drive 
positive change and build stronger communities. 

Aiyana’s appointment marks an exciting chapter for 
the Wilberforce International Institute as it 
continues to expand its impact globally. Her artistic 
excellence, unwavering faith, and servant-leader 
spirit embody the values that the Institute stands 
for. Together, they are working to bring hope, 
healing, and transformation to the world. Some of 
her work can be found at: 
https://aiyanakc.weebly.com/ 
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Two Lessons in Faith 

 
Lately, in my time with God, I have been praying 
fervently for Wilberforce and our international 
community. Two of our international friends have 
been diagnosed with cancer, and we are seeking 
God’s divine intervention on their behalf. As I 
prayed, I was reminded of the Israelites’ journey 
out of Egypt. Despite witnessing miracle after 
miracle they still doubted God’s ability to provide. 
Since joining Wilberforce, I have seen God work in 
remarkable ways, and this reflection strengthened 
my resolve; I never want to be like the Israelites in 
the wilderness, questioning God’s faithfulness. I 
choose to trust that He will always provide. 

The second lesson came while rewatching The 

Passion of the Christ on Good Friday. Pontius 

Pilate believed he had power over Jesus, but in 
truth, Jesus held the ultimate authority—not as the 
world sees power, but through His obedience to His 
Father’s will. His power lay not in political control 
but in surrendering to God’s purpose. This 
realization struck me deeply—no matter what 
obstacles arise; we always have the ability to follow 
God’s plan for our lives. Nothing in this world can 
prevent us from walking in His will. The key is to 
remain steadfast, listen intently, and follow where 
He leads. 

 

Upcoming Events 
> Teaching in Malawi in May, June, and July 

> Acton University in Grande Rapids, Michigan in June 
23-26 

> Disciple Nation’s Alliance Forum - Panama in Aug. 4-8 

 
 

Teaching in Malawi 
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Kevin’s Corner 



 
 
 

 
 
 

As I read and grade student 
papers for the Comparative 
Worldviews course that I 
teach online, I’m struck by 
one particular fact: The 
Gospel brings us into reality 
and out of fantasyland. 

lowest rates of corruption? Let us eagerly invite our 
friends, neighbors, and students to join us on the 
journey into reality by following Jesus Christ. 

 
 

 

What do I mean by this claim? The Fall into sin not 
only marred us with sin’s ugliness and its horrendous 
effects; it also made us prone to believe and embrace 
fantasies disconnected with reality. Fantasies market 
themselves as obvious wisdom, but are in fact disguises 
that try to cover the pain of our sin-filled world while 
simultaneously promising a glorious future if only we 
will make offerings of our bodies, our money, our 
families. They promise an eternal Disneyland that never 
delivers. 

 

Marxism is an obvious fantasy, but there are others, 
some reaping bitter fruit in our times: the New Age, 
transgenderism, even Nietzsche’s nihilism that 
fantastically generates occasional Supermen who 
transcend morality and history and become tyrannical 
monsters. Our current world stage features a few such 
atrocious souls who demand obedience and loyalty while 
sucking our souls dry. 

 

Contrary to the founder of Marxism, Christianity is not 
an opiate for pain-ridden souls; it is, rather, a 
God-designed solution for sin and its terrible 
manifestations. It promises help and counsel from the 
Third Person of the Trinity and the community of men 
and women who, rather than fleeing life, dig into the 
muck and the mire of our sin-saturated world to help 
one another. We call them, in order, the Holy Spirit and 
the Church. 

 
Since Christ calls us to real life, not some imagined 
fantasy, is it any wonder that societies historically 
impacted by Christ (more than 150 years) generally 
yield the greatest freedoms and economic fruit, and the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin met with Thangboi (India) in Tulsa, OK 
to discuss bringing the Global Flourishing 

Project to India 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Santosh in Nepal 
 
 

 

“ All the work that Wilberforce does is 
because of you, our faithful supporters in 
both prayer and finances. We thank you 
for your on-going support and ask God's 
blessing on you. ” 
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I’ve Been Thinking 



[Type here] 
 

April 2025 

Dear Friends and Partners, 

Andrew (not his real name) is a seminary student with a wife and children. He dreams of building a 
better future but faces tremendous obstacles. Determined to gain the skills he needs, he traveled 
miles on a motorcycle, staying in a $2-per-night roadside inn, just to attend our entrepreneurship 
course. He never missed a session, asked insightful questions, and soaked up every lesson. 

Andrew’s story is powerful, but it is far from unique. Across Malawi and other developing nations, 
bright, ambitious individuals are eager to build ethical businesses, transform their communities, 
and honor God through their work. The Wilberforce International Institute is committed to 
equipping leaders like Andrew to become Redemptive Change Agents, self-sufficient, faith-driven 
entrepreneurs who uplift others. 

A Global Movement for Ethical Leadership 

This initiative is not just a single program—it is the start of a global movement to train future 
leaders in developing nations. By providing comprehensive business training with an anti-
corruption focus, we empower leaders to build integrity-driven businesses that serve their 
communities. As we grow, we plan to expand into Zimbabwe, Liberia, India, and beyond, raising 
up a new generation of ethical entrepreneurs. 

Why Your Gift Matters 

The challenges in Malawi are immense: 

• 71% of the population lives in extreme poverty (World Bank, 2025). 

• Malawi ranks 107th in corruption worldwide, highlighting the urgent need for ethical 
leadership (Transparency International, 2025). 

• $110 provides internet access for a month, allowing students to take life-changing courses 
online. 

• $5,000 funds training for up to 50 individuals, equipping them to launch businesses and 
drive ethical change. 

• $4,000–$5,000 covers the cost of each teaching trip, allowing us to train leaders, build 
partnerships, and establish Learning Resource Centers. 

This year, we are making two critical trips to Malawi in May and July, building on last year’s work. 
These trips will strengthen partnerships, train new leaders, and establish Learning Resource 



 
 

Centers, equipped with Starlink technology to ensure stable internet access. We plan a further 
exploratory trip in December to India working with Wilberforce Fellow Thangboi. 

What Your Gift Will Achieve 

Your generosity today will help: 

   Train future Wilberforce Scholars, Mentees, and Fellows—the best and brightest students 
who will receive advanced leadership development. 

   Develop faith-based courses that transform dependency into self-sufficiency. 

   Create technology-equipped Learning Resource Centers, ensuring students have the tools 
to launch successful businesses. 

   Fund critical teaching trips, providing hands-on leadership development. 

Every amount makes a difference. Whether it’s $110 to provide internet, $1,000 to support 
course development, or $5,000 to train 50 students, your gift fuels transformation. 

How You Can Help 

     Visit www.wilberforceii.org/give to give securely online. 

     Consider Donor Advised Funds (DAFs) or retirement account distributions for tax 
advantages. 

This mission requires faith and action. As my late father often said, “Where God guides, God 
provides.” We trust in His plan and invite you to stand with us. 

Will you step forward today to equip Christ-centered leaders who will transform their 
communities? 

In Christ, 

 
Kevin Cooney, PhD 
President, Wilberforce International Institute 

P.S. Every gift, large or small, has a lasting impact. Whether you give $110 for internet access, 
$5,000 to train leaders, or $4,000–$5,000 to fund a teaching trip, your generosity empowers 
future Christian leaders and ethical entrepreneurs. Visit www.wilberforceii.org/give today to make a 
difference! 
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