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Dear Friend, 

As I sit here typing this update, my heart is heavy. News has just broken that American political commentator Charlie 

Kirk, a devout Christian, was assassinated in Utah. Only days ago, a young Ukrainian refugee in America was killed 

without reason. And at 3:30 this morning, I was texting with Wilberforce mentee Santosh Khatiwada in Nepal, 

checking to see if he and his family were safe from the violence that has claimed too many lives. 

I am also praying daily that the electoral transition in Malawi will not descend into unrest. Each headline is a reminder 

that creation groans for redemption. And yet, even in the midst of sorrow, I am filled with hope because of what we 

are doing together at Wilberforce. 

Here at Wilberforce International Institute, we are working to train redemptive change agents who will go out and 

make a difference in their nations, their communities, and their families. 

Earlier this year, one of our mentees looked me in the eye and said, “Kevin, I have to be honest with you, I’m a little 

bit mad at you! You’re doing all this work in Malawi, and we need it here just as much!” His words stopped me cold. 

He was right. His country—and at least five others—are ready for this work. But the reality is, we simply don’t yet 

have enough workers or the funds to expand. 

And yet, the fruit of what we have been able to do is undeniable: 

• In Malawi, our pilot project is flourishing, meeting a deep thirst for education and discipleship. 

• In Panama, I watched a packed room lean in as we explored how a Christian worldview transforms nations. 

• Across generations, we are seeing signs of renewal—young men and women returning to church, families 

rediscovering the power of faith lived out at home. 

Later this year, I will travel to Japan for the International Student Ministry Summit. With Japan’s native population 

shrinking, international students are becoming a vital part of the nation’s future—and a powerful opportunity for the 

Gospel to spread. 

Friend, the need is urgent. The world is aching for hope, truth, and redemption. Together, we can equip more leaders 

to bring Christ-centered transformation to their societies. 

That is why I am asking you to prayerfully consider making a gift today. Your generosity will directly support the 

mentoring, training, and sending of redemptive change agents into some of the most challenging contexts on earth. 

You can give securely at www.wilberforceii.org/give or by using the enclosed envelope. 

Thank you for standing with us. Your partnership is a light in dark places, and together we are advancing the Kingdom 

in ways that will echo for generations. 

With gratitude and hope, 

Dr. Kevin Cooney 

President 

Wilberforce International Institute 

  

http://www.wilberforceii.org/give
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I’ve Been Thinking
Freedom House says that ever since 2006, 

democracy has been on the decline around the 
world.  As our world veers more towards 
authoritarianism, we wonder why. 

Could it be that, for decades at least, 
democracy has been failing because it has been 
undergirded by a secular culture of moral 
autonomy that exalts personal freedom over 
social obligations?  Increasingly, people see that 
secular culture built around the autonomous 
individual results in more crime, sexual confusion, 
shocking violence (such as what we witnessed 
recently in Minneapolis at a Catholic school), 
political polarization, and much more.

When greater freedom leads to greater 
disorder, people hunger for authoritarian 
leadership that will bring down the hammer.  
When El Salvador’s Nayib Bukele imprisoned 
thousands of violent criminals, crime declined 
dramatically.  Bukele is popular, but increasingly 
at the cost of democratic freedoms.  

For decades I have been inviting people to 
explore the stunning alternative to 
authoritarianism (order at the cost of freedom) 
and secular autonomy (freedom at the cost of 
order) found in Galatians 5:13: “You, my brothers 
and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use 
your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve 
one another humbly in love.”  God’s vision for 
redeemed humanity is that we can experience 
both order and freedom simultaneously.  But, that 
only comes through faith in Jesus Christ who, 
because he gave His life for us, compels us to use 
our spiritual freedom not for personal benefit, but 
for others’.

Democracy can be revived, but only if we 
face the fact that modern secular culture is a 
public failure and if we teach our 
up-and-coming leaders that maximizing space 
for the Gospel can lead to a culture that seeks 
the common good instead of merely one’s 
personal benefit. 

Group Study Session

I’ll be honest—I barely knew who Charlie Kirk was. I 
recognized the name. I’d read a few of his articles, but 
that was about it. Over the past 24 hours, I’ve learned 
much more, most of it in his own words through online 
videos.

What I discovered was this: above all, he was a 
follower of Christ. He was nothing like the caricature his 
opponents have painted. He was rational and 
reasonable. Passionate about his convictions. Willing to 
defend his worldview with both courage and 
intelligence. For that, he endured relentless character 
assassination—and, ultimately, actual assassination.

In today’s world, it is frighteningly easy to destroy 
someone’s reputation. I’ve experienced it myself for 
standing firm in my beliefs. Our Wilberforce mentees 
and fellows face it constantly in their own nations. They 
confront cultures of corruption, and for that, they are 
targeted.

I was once asked, “What is your greatest fear 
regarding Wilberforce?” My answer came quickly: 
“hearing that one of our mentees had been killed for 
standing up for what is right.”

I grew up hearing stories of martyrs behind the Iron 
Curtain who gave their lives for their faith. All of the 
original disciples, except John, were killed for their 
belief in Jesus. Why should we expect to be different? 
None of us seeks martyrdom, but we live in a fallen 
world. Those who expose evil will be hated for it.

Jesus Himself warned us: “If the world hates you, 
keep in mind that it hated me first” (John 15:18). Yet 
He also called us to join Him in redeeming the 
world. It is not an easy calling, but He faced the 
world before us, and He overcame it (John 16:33).

At Wilberforce, we follow Christ’s example. We 
stand up to the world. And while I may carry a 
personal fear for our mentees, I also know this: 
those who serve God through Wilberforce are 
storing up treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:20).

Walk with God

Kevin’s Corner



Save the Date:
An Evening with Kevin and Bob

When: Friday, October 25, 2025       5:30–7:30 PM
Where: 9348 75th St N
             Stillwater, MN 55082-9288  

 What to Expect:
• Inside Wilberforce: Hear firsthand updates on the movement’s growth 
and future direction across Africa and beyond.
• Video Premiere: Be among the first to experience our brand-new 
promotional film.
• Q&A Session: Engage directly with Bob and Kevin in a dynamic 
conversation about redemptive entrepreneurship, ethical leadership, and 
global flourishing.
•  Food & Fellowship: Enjoy good company, great food, and inspiring 
dialogue in a warm, welcoming setting.

Join Wilberforce International Institute for a powerful evening 
of vision, storytelling, and connection featuring Dr. Kevin 
Cooney and Dr. Bob Osburn.

Cost: $15
Includes dinner and event access.
Get tickets:  An Evening with Bob and Kevin

Corruption is one of the greatest obstacles to 
human flourishing—and Dr. Bob Osburn’s book, 
Taming the Beast, offers a powerful, biblical 
response. We now have the opportunity to 
place this resource into the hands of leaders 
across the globe by translating and publishing 
it in Portuguese, Spanish, Mongolian, and 
Chinese.

• $5,000 covers translation and 
contextualization for one language.

• $2,000 covers publishing costs.

Here’s where we stand:

• Spanish: YWAM Publishing is ready to 
move forward—we just need the funds.

• Chinese: A translator is already in place.

• Portuguese: The translation is complete, 
but publication still requires funding.

• Mongolian: Awaiting resources to begin.

This is a strategic moment. With your 
partnership, Taming the Beast can equip 
pastors, students, and reformers in nations 
where corruption is a daily reality.

If God is leading you, would you prayerfully 
consider making a special gift to underwrite 
one of these translations? We would be 
honored to dedicate the edition to you or your 
family as the sponsoring donor, should you 
wish to be acknowledged.

Your generosity will help unleash truth that 
confronts corruption and empowers 
redemptive leadership in some of the most 
challenging contexts on earth.

The Need: Expanding the Reach of 
Taming the Beast

Presenting in class

Minyoung and Bob

Kevin with Cohort #2

Kevin & Washington in Blantrye, Malawi
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Kevin & Tapiwa in Lesotho airport

Scenes from the Summer
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