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Mentoring is at the very heart of
Wilberforce, and this spring has been one
of the richest seasons of mentoring
we’ve ever experienced. God has opened
doors across continents, cultures, and
generations, and we have simply tried to
walk faithfully through each one. 

In March, while in Japan for their son Kian’s
college graduation, Kevin and Atsuko
Cooney found themselves once again
stepping into ministry. They both spoke at a
local Japanese church and at a youth cell
group, sharing encouragement and truth
with young believers hungry to grow. 

Another highlight was mentoring Mari Fujie,
our newest WII Scholar and a junior
engineering student in Tokyo. Mari grew up in
Kenya, where her family continues to serve as
aid workers. She carries a global heart, a
sharp mind, and a deep commitment to
Christ. These two young women represent the
next generation of Wilberforce mentees and
fellows: bright, courageous, and ready to
serve God in the world He has placed them. 

They also spent meaningful time mentoring
Rudia “Lydia” Toshimasu, a BIOLA graduate
now serving in her local prefectural
government, and investing in her calling to
be a redemptive presence in Japan. 

April brought mentoring much closer to home.
We had the joy of hosting several Papuan
mentees and Wilberforce Fellow Ki Eng Go
(Indonesia) in Snoqualmie, Washington, for a
oneday seminar on the practical work of being
a Redemptive Change Agent. Kevin’s home
church, Church on the Ridge, generously
provided space at no cost, making the day
both meaningful and memorable. 



“My experience as a mentee with the
Wilberforce International Institute has
been one of the most defining seasons of
my personal and professional journey.”
From the very beginning, the program did
more than build skills, it reshaped how I
understand purpose, character, and the weight
of leadership in society.

Inspired by the legacy of William Wilberforce,
whose life proved that faith and public impact
can stand together, the mentorship pushed me
far beyond my comfort zone. What marked me
most was its insistence that values must be
lived, not merely spoken. I was challenged to
become a redemptive change agent, someone
who brings hope, integrity, and transformation
into real systems and real communities.

Through reflective sessions, collaborative
discussions, and a vibrant community of
like‑minded leaders, I began to see leadership
not as a title, but as a daily commitment to
influence my nation for good.

The program cultivated discipline, intellectual
rigor, and moral courage, the very qualities
William Wilberforce embodied in his fight
against injustice.

Mentee Focus
  ~~ Peter Yakobe ~~

Continued...
From there, April carried Kevin back to Africa for
the UpMovement annual conference in
Livingstone, Zambia. The UpMovement, an
initiative led largely by Africans committed to
indigenous economic and spiritual development,
proved to be fertile ground for new friendships
and new connections for our African mentees. It
was a blessed time of networking, learning, and
seeing God’s hand at work.  

Kevin concluded his Africa trip in Zomba,
teaching at the seminary there, now nearing
completion of its new building, a space that will
soon host many future Wilberforce courses. He
also met in Blantyre with married WII mentees
Washington and Tina Chimuzu and their
friends. That time of listening and learning has
already opened the door for a gathering of
business leaders in Malawi this coming July. 

God is using Wilberforce as a ministry. Every
conversation, every connection, every mile
traveled is part of a much larger story He is
writing, one of redemptive change, faithful
leadership, and lives transformed for His glory. 

The journey continued with a visit to the family
of WII Fellow Margarite Mwale, followed by
travel to Lilongwe, Malawi, where Kevin spent
time with married WII mentees Peter and
Chikondi Yakobe. This young couple is a
dynamic force for redemptive change in Malawi,
and being with them was a reminder of why
mentoring matters so deeply (see Peter’s
mentee profile). 



Our family talent pool is
growing. We're proud to
have 2 new doctors, 2
designers and a lawyer!

Today, I carry forward a renewed sense of
calling: to engage policy, development, and
society with both competence and conscience.

I currently serve as the Country Manager for
the Centre on Human Trafficking Research
and Outreach, a University of Georgia project
funded by the U.S. State Department to
combat human trafficking in Malawi. I also
serve as the Country Liaison Officer for the
Green Climate Fund.

My academic journey includes a Bachelor of
Arts in Christian Community Leadership
with Business from African Bible University
of Uganda, a Master of Arts in International
Development Management from the
University of Bradford, and a Master of
Science in Applied Economics from Texas
Tech University. I am currently pursuing my
doctorate online through Eastern University in
Pennsylvania.

I live in Lilongwe, the capital of Malawi, with
my wife, Dr. Chikondi Yakobe, an OBGYN and
fellow Wilberforce mentee. Together, we are
committed to advancing redemptive change in
our nation.

Kevin’s Corner
~~ Better Together ~~

Mentoring is where it’s at. One of the great
privileges I have is meeting twice a month for a
one‑on‑one Bible study with one of our young
mentees. She is a rising star in her field and
deeply thirsty to know Christ more. We’re walking
through the Gospel of Luke (and soon Acts),
exploring how Jesus formed His disciples. Along
the way, we talk about life, career, marriage,
calling, and everything in between.

Recently, we’ve been adjusting our meeting time
so her husband can join us. A couple studying
God’s Word together, what a gift! It immediately
brings to mind Priscilla and Aquila in Acts, that
remarkable husband‑and‑wife team who served
alongside the apostle Paul.

We’re seeing more Wilberforce mentees who are
couples, as highlighted in this newsletter. And this
is something to celebrate. God uses individuals,
yes, but He often uses couples in uniquely
powerful ways. A team of two, united in Christ,
can accomplish what neither could do alone.

I’ve experienced this firsthand. My marriage to
Atsuko has been one of God’s greatest blessings.
She has been a true (unpaid!) partner in this
ministry because she loves the Lord and shares
the vision. Her quiet strength and faithfulness
have multiplied the impact of everything we do.

God calls all of us, single or married, to serve Him
wholeheartedly. But when He brings a couple
together with a shared heart for His Kingdom,
something special happens. We really are better
together as we serve Christ. 

Amen!

With Peter & ChikondeYakobe & 
Chiconde's parents (both are professors)



Wilberforce International Institute has expanded its
digital giving options. Through our new partnership
with Every.org, supporters can now donate
cryptocurrency, along with other convenient
electronic payment methods such as Venmo,
PayPal, Apple or Google Pay, stock gifts, and
bank transfers.
A special note for donors: Every.org (A 501c3 non-
profit) will issue the tax receipts for these gifts,
not Wilberforce. Their platform processes
contributions with low to zero transaction costs,
ensuring more of your generosity goes directly to
advancing our mission.
**We’re grateful for every gift and excited to make
giving easier, faster, and more accessible for our
global community. To give just go to
www.Wilberforceii.org/give and click on the
appropriate links. **

New Ways to Give: Crypto &
More Now AcceptedBob Osburn

~~ I’ve Been Thinking ~~
“Christ-honoring.” We use that little phrase as an
adjective before “redemptive change agent,”
which refers to a person who seeks to solve
problems on the basis of a Christian worldview.

The key part of my concern is the adjectival
phrase. Why? Because so many of the 19  and
20  century efforts to make the Gospel effective
in changing the lives of people eventually lost the
adjectival phrase. I mean this: They started out
with a vision that flowed directly from lively
Christian faith, but they eventually abandoned
the faith. Just think of the Social Gospel
movement or the YMCA or mainline Protestant
churches as tragic examples. 
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We cannot afford nor should we ever imagine
slowly letting our faith be lost in the effort to
make things better. My colleague and I are
absolutely committed to nothing less than
helping our mentees consciously honor Jesus
Christ through what they do. “Let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
Yours for Honoring Jesus Christ!

Comparative Worldviews course (weekly September 14 – December 14, 2026) taught be Dr. Robert
“Bob” Osburn. Register here: https://www.wilberforceii.org/programs/comparative-worldviews-course/.
A Wilberforce Evening (Seattle) – A dinner event to hear and ask questions about what God is doing
through Wilberforce International Institute. Hosted by Dr. Kevin Cooney Location: Church on the Ridge,
Snoqualmie Washington, (October 24, 2026).
A Wilberforce Evening (Twin Cities) – A dinner event to hear and ask questions about what God is doing
through Wilberforce International Institute. Hosted by Drs. Kevin Cooney and Bob Osburn. Location:
Stillwater, Minnesota, (November 7, 2026).

Upcoming Events/Save the Date

Children Listening in on Our Classess
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